Association of peripapillary fistula with common bile duct stones and cholangitis.
Peripapillary choledochoduodenal fistula (PCDF) is occasionally detected during endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. Cholelithiasis and biliary bougienage are two suspected causes of PCDF. The medical records for 841 patients who underwent endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography between 1993 and 2002 were reviewed for evaluation of PCDF. A total of 327 patients had common bile duct stones, and 16 of these had a PCDF at the papilla of Vater. None of the 16 patients had a history of pancreatitis, duodenal ulcer, or had undergone endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography previously. Seven of the 16 had not undergone biliary surgery. This study indicates that PCDF is a relatively common complication of common bile duct stones and cholangitis. According to the present results, PCDF is more frequently associated with common bile duct stones than with biliary surgery and bougienage.